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CITY OF DEL RIO
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
COUNCIL CHAMBERS - CITY HALL

109 WEST BROADWAY ST.
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23, 2016 - 5:30 P.M.

 

Minutes
 

               

1. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 5:38 p.m. 

 

2. ROLL CALL
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES –
Meeting minutes were not available at this meeting.

 

4. OPEN PUBLIC HEARING
 

5. OTHER BUSINESS
(ACTION MAY BE TAKEN ON THESE MATTERS)

 

a. Request for an Extension and Diminished Amount of a Letter of Credit for the Agarita Hills Unit 1
Subdivision in Del Rio, Texas, from Abner Martinez. P.E.  
Mrs. Pokrant presented staff report and recommendation.
Chairman Salgado requested information about why the sidewalks were missing from the design and the
information. 
Mrs. Pokrant stated that the sidewalks were not waived that they were discussed at the Planning and
Zoning Commission when the Plat was approved.  She stated that although the sidewalks were missing
from the plans it will still need to be installed on Agarita.  She stated that staff has discussed with the
engineer for the project that the sidewalks may be constructed now or if it is okay with the Planning and
Zoning Commission that the sidewalks are installed with the next phase which will also require the
construction of sidewalks along Agarita. 
Chairman Salgado asked if the developer would be willing to set aside funds with the city to ensure the
sidewalks are constructed. 
Mr. Martinez, the engineer for the project, he said they didn't install the sidewalks in this phase because
they needed to resolve some pending matters to include the location of the sidewalk either next to the curb
or away from the curb.  He said they are already working on the plans for the next phase and are
including the cost of the installation of the sidewalks for both phases with the second phase of the
subdivision. 
There was further discussion on the location of the sidewalk.
Mr. Martinez stated that as soon as the Public Works Director makes a decision then the developer will
put aside the money for the sidewalk.  He stated that the developer would like to install it at the same time
he installs the sidewalk for the second phase. 
Mrs. Pokrant stated that the Public Works Director and Assistant City Engineer could make the decision
on the placement of sidewalks very easily.  She also mentioned that they would be happy to take any
suggestions on the placement of the sidewalks back to them. 
It was also discussed that the Assistant City Engineer is currently working on the design manual and this
item is included in that document. 
Chairman Salgado stated that there is a real safety concern for the pedestrians along Agarita with the sun
rising and setting and there not being sidewalks in this area. 
Chairman Salgado asked more questions about the construction of the asphalt.
Mr. Martinez addressed her question.

  



Mr. Martinez addressed her question.
There was further discussion of the construction and condition of the streets. 
There was a discussion on the 3 month time frame and what would happen if the project is not complete. 
Commissioner Sanchez asked if developer is not completed in 3 months if he could ask for another
extension.
Mrs. Pokrant said that the ordinance is a little unclear but we do believe that he could. 
Commissioner Sheedy asked if there is any penalties or fees if the project is not completed on time.
Mrs. Pokrant stated that there is not other than the financing fees the developer is having to pay through
the lenders.
There was a discussion about a past letter of credit that was done within the city limits. 
Chairman Salgado stated that she would still like to have some type of assurance that the sidewalks for
this phase will be installed with the next project.

 
  Montioned by Board member J.P. Sanchez, seconded by Board member Raul Padilla motioned to

approve with the condition that the sidewalks be made part of the improvements that are yet to be
completed  

  AYE: Chairperson Diana Salgado 
  Board member Raul Padilla 
  Board member J.P. Sanchez 
  Board member Cherry Sheedy 

 

6. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 6:14 p.m.

 
 



CITY OF DEL RIO
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
COUNCIL CHAMBERS - CITY HALL

109 WEST BROADWAY ST.
MAY 18, 2016

5:30 P.M.
 

Minutes
 

               

1. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 5:38 p.m. 

 

2. ROLL CALL
Board member Vaughan joined the meeting shortly after it started during agenda item 4A.

Present: Board member Raul Padilla   
  Board member J.P. Sanchez   
  Board member Cherry Sheedy   
  Board member B'Ann Vaughan   

Staff Present: Janice Pokrant , City Planner
Matthew Rector , Assistant City Engineer

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
 

 
  Motioned by Board member J.P. Sanchez, seconded by Board member Cherry Sheedy to approve the

minutes. 
  AYE: Board member Raul Padilla 

  Board member J.P. Sanchez 
  Board member Cherry Sheedy 

 

4. OPEN PUBLIC HEARING
 

a. Conduct a Public Hearing and Consider a Request for a Plat 16-01 Abner Martinez, P.E., Representing
Carlos Enriquez Valdez is requesting a Replat Establishing Lot 13-A, Block NFG-1, Cienegas Terrace and
being the middle 50' of Lot 13, Block NFG-1 Cienegas Terrace.  (155 Fir Street)  
Janice Pokrant presented the staff report and recommendation.
Board member Sanchez asked if all of the properties are owned by the same person and expressed concern
with stopping the plat due to land owned by other persons.
Mrs. Pokrant explained that the properties are owned by three different individuals.  She further explained
the concerns raised by staff on platting only a portion of the properties involved.
There was additional conversation between the board members and city staff regarding the ownership of
the properties and the applicable rules and regulations for the area. 
Abner Martinez, the engineer for the project, spoke in favor of the request. 
Mrs. Pokrant stated that the city and county are still having problems with people illegally subdividing
without platting the property. 
Board member Sheedy asked if we can get clarification on what the city can and can't regulate outside of
the city limits. 
Mrs. Pokrant stated that she could check but she is not aware of any way that the city can regulate the

  



development outside of the platting authority outside of the city limits. 
Board member Sanchez asked who the original seller of the portion of the lots were. 
Mr. Martinez explained the history of ownership of the properties.  He also explained that there is a
concrete wall around Lot 15 and the portion of Lot 13 that the owner of Lot 15 owns. 
 

 
  Motioned by Board member J.P. Sanchez, seconded by Board member B'Ann Vaughan to approve the

request. 
  AYE: Board member Raul Padilla 

  Board member J.P. Sanchez 
  Board member B'Ann Vaughan 
NAY: Board member Cherry Sheedy 

 

b. Conduct a Public Hearing and Consider a Request for a Plat 16-02 Abner Martinez, P.E., Representing
Benjamin & Elsa Contreras is requesting a Replat Establishing Lots A & B, Block 58, 1st Railroad
Addition. (201 West 7th Street and 902 Avenue B)
Mrs. Pokrant presented the staff report and recommendation.  She explained that like previous case this
plat will be creating a substandard lot by not including the remaining 30' of the lot to the west of the
property 
The board members asked various questions about the history of the ownership and what city regulations
would apply to these properties.

  

 
  Motioned by Board member J.P. Sanchez, seconded by Board member B'Ann Vaughan to approve the

request 
  AYE: Board member Raul Padilla 

  Board member J.P. Sanchez 
  Board member Cherry Sheedy 
  Board member B'Ann Vaughan 

 

5. OTHER BUSINESS
(ACTION MAY BE TAKEN ON THESE MATTERS)

 

a. Final Plat 16-03Kenneth R. Dirksen, P.E. Representing David Breeden, President with Indian Hills
Properties Requesting Approval of a Final Plat for the Buena Vista Hills Subdivision, Unit No. 10. Being
a 5.40 acre tract out of I.&G.N.R.R. Co., Block 4, Survey 9, Abstract 1047, City of Del Rio. 
Mrs. Pokrant presented the staff report and recommendation.   
 

  

 
  Motioned by Board member B'Ann Vaughan, seconded by Board member J.P. Sanchez to approve the

plat. 
  AYE: Board member Raul Padilla 

  Board member J.P. Sanchez 
  Board member Cherry Sheedy 
  Board member B'Ann Vaughan 

 

b. Plat 16-04  Abner Martinez, P.E. Representing, David Breeden, President with Indian Hills Properties,   



b. Plat 16-04  Abner Martinez, P.E. Representing, David Breeden, President with Indian Hills Properties,
Requesting a Preliminary Plat for the Buena Vista Hills Unit 11, Being 5.48 acre out of Survey 9, Block 4
I.& G.N.R.R. Co., Abstract 1047 in Del Rio, Texas
Mrs. Pokrant presented the staff report and recommendation. 
The Assistant City Engineer, Matthew Rector, presented some information on drainage calculations that
he is going to be requesting for each development.
There was further discussion of the drainage requirements
Board member Padilla asked if there was sidewalks required in this plat.
Mrs. Pokrant informed the board that the extension of Amistad is not included in this plat but the
sidewalks would be required when Amistad is extended. 
Commissioner Vaughan explained that there is utility easements drawn on the plans on the front of the
street that look like sidewalks.  
 

  

 
  Motioned by Board member Cherry Sheedy, seconded by Board member J.P. Sanchez to approve the

preliminary plat. 
  AYE: Board member Raul Padilla 

  Board member J.P. Sanchez 
  Board member Cherry Sheedy 
  Board member B'Ann Vaughan 

 

6. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 6:14 p.m.

 
 



Planning & Zoning Commission   4. a.           
Meeting Date: 07/13/2016  
Submitted By: Janice Pokrant, Engineering Department

Information
SUBJECT:
Conduct a Public Hearing and Consider a Request for Variance 16-01 from Thomas Mitchell, Representing Rio
Grande Aviation is requesting a variance in relation to sidewalk requirements on Airport Land Site Approximately
12,000 square feet of land located at the Del Rio International Airport. (1480 Weather Station Road).
 

BACKGROUND:
On July 14, 2015 the City Council passed Ordinance O:2015-055 authorizing a development agreement between
the City of Del Rio and Rio Grande Aviation for certain land and improvements at the Del Rio International
Airport to allow the owner of Rio Grande Aviation to construct a facility on city owned land at the Airport.  The
land is located off of Weather Station Road between the airport fence and the new airport apron. 
 

DISCUSSION:
City staff started reviewing the plans for the Rio Grande Aviation facility on May of 2016.  It was at this time staff
identified that the sidewalks as required in Chapter 26, Section 14 of the Municipal Code of Ordinances was
missing from the plans.  When the owner was informed of this missing item he requested a waiver from city staff on
this regulation.  Staff does not have authority within the ordinance to grant a waiver for this requirement.  

Section 26-18 of the Municipal Code states:
Sec, 26-18. -Hardship.
Where the commission finds that extraordinary hardships may result from strict compliance with these regulations,
it may vary the regulations so that substantial justice may be done and the public interest secured; provided that
such a variance will not have the effect of nullifying the intent and purpose of the general community plan or this
article.
Below is a copy of an email sent from the Airport Manager regarding this International Airport Commissions action
taken on this request:

From: Juan Onofre
Sent: Thursday, June 30, 2016 9:27 AM
To: Janice Pokrant <jpokrant@cityofdelrio.com>; Oriana Fernandez <ofernandez@cityofdelrio.com>
Subject: Rio Grande Side Walk
Good morning Ms. Janice,
Last night the airport commission board voted to support Mr. Mitchell request for a variance on his design
regarding sidewalk requirement on the street side.  The board feels that there is no need for a sidewalk on this case
because it is a dead-end street where on one side limits with a security sliding gate with no pedestrian access or any
future pedestrian access planned, and on the other side limits with the cargo ramp and the existing security fence
that does not have space for any future construction and none is contemplated in the airport’s master plan.
The board is sending a letter expressing their support to be presented at the planning meeting.
Thank you and have a great weekend,
Juan C. Onofre
Airport Manager
Del Rio international Airport

PROS:
Approving this hardship will be consistent with the recommendation made by the International Airport

mailto:jpokrant@cityofdelrio.com
mailto:ofernandez@cityofdelrio.com


Approving this hardship will be consistent with the recommendation made by the International Airport
Commission. 

CONS:
Approving this hardship would mean that if sidewalks are going to be installed in the future it will be purchased and
installed by the City of Del Rio.  Furthermore, approving this variance claiming there is a hardship when there is
not one proven could bring a number of additional property owners asking for the variance when a real hardship is
not present. 

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends denial of the requested variance as this request does not meet the criteria listed in Section 26-14
of the Code Ordinances to qualify for a hardship from the sidewalk requirements.  It is the opinion of staff that
substantial justice and securing the public interest would not be done in granting this variance.  This proposed
building will be located on airport property but it is still accessible to the public through the front of the proposed
building and is located on a public street.  Currently there is not pedestrian traffic on this road, but as there is a
large amount of vacant land along the road it is undetermined that there will never be pedestrian traffic on the road. 
If this variance is granted and pedestrian traffic is generated through the current or future use of this building or
other buildings on the street then the city will have to incur the cost associated in providing the sidewalk
improvements.     
 

Attachments
App Package 
Property Map 
Airport Commission Letter 























Rio Grande Aviation Property 
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